Appleford Pressings
February 2014

From The Parish Council

Diary Date-Next PC Meeting Thursday March 13" 2014 7.30pm in the
Village Hall

The next issue will be published in December. Articles for that issue need to be received by
the 25" of March 2014. Any correspondence should be sent to the parish council email
address (applefordpc@googlemail.com) or by a note to Mrs Lucy Dalby, Clerk to the Parish
Council, 76, Evenlode Road, Didcot, Oxon, OX11 7XP:

Parish Council Rep ort

PARISH COUNCIL IN DANGER OF DEATH!

Yes, unless a couple of villagers are prepared to be co-opted on to
our Parish Council there is a real danger that it will cease to exist.

Now for any likely volunteers the first question will be "What qualifications do |
need?" There is a residential, citizenship & age qualification to be a parish
councillor but all of these are quite straightforward.

The second question will be "How much of my time will it take?"  Well, just being
able to attend the bi-monthly meetings will be a great help as it ensures that we will
have a quorum, apart from that it is just a question of how much time you are able
and willing to spare.

"What happens if no -one comes forward?" Well either Appleford will be controlled
by the District Council or we will have to merge with another Parish, whatever option
is taken up means that Appleford will lose its individual voice on important decisions
that affect all of us. The important questions arising in the near future is the
expansion of Didcot, the electrification of the railway and the use of the FCC site, so
if you have concerns about these questions or any others relating to village life then
please volunteer to become a Parish Councillor by contacting our Parish Clerk.
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Report from Parish Council me eting on g™ January 2014 !

The Parish Council met at the Village Hall on o January 2014. The three Parish Councillors
were able to be present and the meeting was therefore quorate. We also welcomed a
number of residents who participated in the discussion around the future of the land owned
by the Parish Council close to the level crossing, known as OOrchard AllotmentsO.

A report was received from our County Councillor, which is printed separately.

The main items discussed were:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

The future of the Parish Council: none of the attending residents were willing to put
themselves forward for co-option as a Parish Councillor. The Councillors and Clerk
reiterated that the PC is not viable if further residents do not come forward to serve
on the Council. It was agreed that Councillor Beadle would provide an appeal to go
into the Appleford Pressings.

The future of the Orchard Allotments: two proposals have been received, one from
Mr J Bray to use the land for agricultural purposes, and one from the Appleford
Community Project to plant a Community Orchard. Both parties made
representations and after a vote, it was agreed to move forward with the Community
ProjectOs plan. As a result of the discussions, it was agreed that enquiries would be
made as to the responsibilities of the Parish Council regarding the provision of
allotments, should the land currently available as allotments become unavailable in
the future.

The proposed siting of the basketball hoop: the basketball hoop requested under the
Parish Plan has been purchased. It requires a large concrete base in order to be
erected safely and the optimal position for this is not clear. It is proposed that this
position will be the subject of discussion with the village community at the May event
to be held by the ACP.

Parish finances: the proposed Parish Budget was further examined for potential
savings and it was agreed by all present that it was not reasonable to reduce the
budget any further. The budget was agreed by unanimous vote. This will result in an
above inflation percentage rise in the Parish precept. However, this will not be a large
amount of money for households and the Council hopes that residents will appreciate
that it is necessary to maintain our assets in good order for the safety and enjoyment
of everyone who uses our amenities. The Clerk will continue to seek the most
competitive quotations for all works.

The notice board: many of you will have noticed that the green public notice board
has been destroyed in the recent high winds. In addition, the lockable Paris notice
board is beginning to deteriorate. It was agreed to obtain a quotation for a more
durable single notice board with one side lockable, for official notices and the other
side open for public use.

The next meeting will be on Thursday March 13" 2014 at 1930.
Anyone interested in being a Parish Councillor should make contact with the Clerk, Lucy
Dalby as soon as possible.

FCC APPEAL ON MW:0088/13 AND MW:0090/13

FCC have submitted an Appeal to the Planning Inspector to be allowed longer
working hours at Waste Site, to store treated waste in the open and to import more
waste : take action NOW
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Following the County CouncilOs very welcome refusal of the above applications, FCC has
now appealed to the Planning Inspector to have this reversed. This could involve greatly
increased working hours at the new Materials Recovery Facility (MRF), the storage of
treated waste outside and an increase in maximum import of waste from 600,000 tonnes per
annum to 720,000, amongst other issues.

At the time of the original application, we had little experience of the impact that the MRF
waste facility would have.

However, we now are hearing a lot of noise from the site, with intermittent loud bangs and a
great deal of intrusive beeping as the vehicles reverse, well beyond the permitted hours.
There has also been a change in the odour, with more unpleasant refuse smells.

Do we really want this noise and smell to be present until 10 pm on weekdays, until 8
pm on Saturdays and on Bank Holidays? There is a real danger that our summer
evenings will be spoiled by this change.

Furthermore, we need the Inspector to understand that the site was due to close in 2012 but
has been extended to 2030, under protest from local communities. If permitted this appeal
will greatly increase the risk that the plant will remain operational for at least another 10
years, through further applications to change the 2030 end date.

Please send your views by 15 February to:

Sandra Grant

The Planning Inspectorate
3/05 Wing

Temple Quay House

2 The Square

Temple Quay

Bristol

BS1 6PN

Or email teampl3@pins.gsi.qov.uk

Please quote:

OCC application reference: MW.0090/13
Planning Inspectorate reference: APP/U3100/A/13/2210015

District Council lor Report
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On December 11 2013 Vale Council passed unani mously this motion

Councillor Gervase Duffield moved Oln the light of Thames WaterOs continuing
interest in a major local reservoir this Council welcomes OfwatOs rejection of the
recent Thames Water price increase application, and hopes that Ofwat will be
specially vigilant on large applications costing vast sums where these can be
undercut by reliable cheaper methods. This Council requests the Chief Executive to
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convey this motion to Ofwat, Thames Water, and the Vale area MPs, and the Water
minister.O

| doubt if any reader will need reminding of the problems we all face with rising utility bills. Of
late most of the attention has been on power, electricity and gas; but we all need water, and
we cannot just switch water suppliers. So what are we to do to contain the rise in water
prices? First, we need to understand the nature of our problem. When water was first
privatised, some years back now, everyone knew that considerable capital expenditure was
needed to get the water industry up to scratch. It was the same with most newly privatised
industries. And to meet this need the Government gave generous tax breaks; the problem
now is that this is still the situation when most of us think the original need has long passed.
The effect of this is that if a water company can persuade the authorities a huge and
expensive project is needed, they can make a lot of money out of it. No UK water company
ever had any problem with borrowing from a bank as no Government could ever let a water
company collapse. The water users pay the bill for any huge project approved, and the
Water company retains the assets (unlike France where the water company only uses the
assets but they are owned by the public) and the profits.

Water Company Gains

All this means that a water company can get huge benefits for its shareholders, acquire new
assets which we the users pay for, and on new capital projects currently get the money tax
free. So if a company builds a major new project, it gains and flourishes financially with all
the tax breaks whereas if it mends the leaks, it get nothing extra. That is just part of their
routine business. This situation has to change so that water companies concentrate on
value for money for the community not huge tax free projects.

How do we prevent this? We put pressure on Ofwat the Government water watchdog to stop
very large and unnecessary projects like the projected reservoir [which is currently shelved
but which will doubtless come back again soon] when much cheaper alternatives are
available (water transfer and reverse osmosis). Since the Reservoir was turned down at a
public enquiry, Thames Water have requested a huge sewage system west of London which
a Government committee rejectd as far too large and only allowed a small part of it. Since
then there is talk of another huge sewage project in London, a mammoth tunnel under the
Thames.

Action

So first we ask Ofwat to reject these excessive projects and to go on doing so, when they
are not necessary, are not good value for money, and often there are cheaper alternatives
as we demonstrated with the proposed local reservoir. Then there is the tax question. | have
no objection to a water company paying good wages, making a decent profit, and paying
dividends, but not when such achievements are based on huge and unnecessary
expenditure. Is it really right that a company paying handsome dividends should pay little or
no tax? The Chancellor and the Treasury need to look into this. It grieves me to see
headlines in a newspaper like this one: OThames Watewill not pay tax for a DECADEO. |
hope my motion to Vale Council points the way. We all need to increase the pressure on
Ofwat, MPs, and the Treasury.
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Local Issues

There are three important local water issues. First, with the closure of Didcot A which was a
vast water guzzler with all those cooling towers, the water consumption in the western sector
(known as SWOX) of ThamesOs area will consume a lot less water, especially if RWE give up
that part of their water extraction license which they no longer need. There may well be a
Didcot C station one day, but it should be air cooled like the B station, and under no
circumstances be allowed to be a water guzzler.

Second, Thames Water has not given up on a local reservoir but it is currently somewhat on
the back burner, but it is an open question how long a company should be allowed to hold a
planning stranglehold on the projected reservoir area. | am not sure when reservoir plans
first started but they have been going for well over twenty years and so far always been
rejected.

Third, The Oxford East MP has raised the question of whether it is fair for rural areas like
ours to pay the costs of expensive projects exclusively for London. That wants looking into.

Better News

The latest suggestions[ December this year) from Thames Water contain some good news.
They mention three lines of approach for water supply. Water transfer (from the Severn
Trent area in our case), reverse osmaosis (reusing the water as it travels down the Thames;
this happens already and could be significantly increased for London), the third line is still a
reservoir which needs great vigilance on water usersO part.

Gervase Duffield, Vale Councillor

Richard Webber OCC : Appleford County Council Report s

Transport to School

As | write, we are about to hear the result of the consultation on the Transport to School
proposals. We all hope that reason will prevail, and that a sensible, consistent policy is
arrived at that allows Drayton parents to chose their childrenOs secondary school in Abigdon
without penalty. Recent figures suggest that the amount the County will save if it takes a
more draconian approach is very small.

Some good news :

After many months of concern that our excellent youth provision, in the form of the
Damascus Youth Project, might be without a home, we have now had a very generous offer
from MEPC of the use, without charge, of a new premises. Many thanks to MEPC for their
continued support for the outstanding work of the DYP.

Area Stewardship Fund

In March, work will begin on weed clearance of the kerbs throughout the village. This is
being paid for by the Area Stewardship Fund. Regrettably, budgetary pressures at OCC
mean that this will be the last year of this fund

Community Grants
There is a small pot, available for this year only, with a closing date for applications of Mid
February, for any voluntary community organisation needing a grant of £100-£500. Please

T I"HHSY6& () *(Yo++,- MD%1(23(4156 T8 *3.9%t '&I57!



contact me directly if you are interested. | am advertising this for the last time. | am hoping
that any residue from the pot will go to the Damascus Youth Project.

Cumulative impact

Sutton Courtenay, Shrivenham, Watchfield, Kingston Bagpuize, Wantage, Grove, Botley and
Marcham have all had to accept a large number of houses being built in the next few years.
Enough houses to put a great strain on present infrastructure Broads, schools, leisure
facilities and community cohesiveness. In all these places, there is an issue of cumulative
impact of multiple permissions being granted in one area.

There is a strong case for arguing that the added impact of Didcot Power Station, FCC
recycling, MEPC, and now potentially, an enormous warehouse, on Sutton Courtenay is
putting the village under threat unlike any other. There are signs that the District Council is
taking this message on board. | fear that the County still have some way to go. The scale of
the problem is becoming so large, and people are becoming so angry, that it is difficult to
know where to start. Being angry about the state of things does not seem to be getting us
anywhere. Treating each application one by one P be it for housing or for some major piece
of commercial or national infrastructure, can leave us feeling like Canute as the tide comes
in. So where, as a humble County Councillor can | begin? Would | do better just to keep my
head down, or are there things | can do which might make a difference?

| am very open to constructive, and if possible, polite suggestions, but in the meantime, | am
set on these paths.

1. Totry to help get OCC and VWHDC to the same stage of realisation that that what
has gone before must be taken into account when judging planning applications and

2. To get it firmly established with all those concerned that the FCC recycling contract at
Sutton Courtenay/Appleford comes to an end in 2030 and, from 1/1/31 all the land is
returned to countryside for the benefit of all those around.

3. To help to focus the minds of all planners on the aim of stimulating this part of
Oxfordshire into becoming the home of High Tech business rather than a muddled
mish-mash of reservoirs, airports, distribution centres and heaven knows what else,
with a hopelessly cramped and inadequate road system to cope with it all. There are
parts of the country desperate for the sort of employment which all these other things
could offer.

Richard Webber
Richard.webber77@ntlworld.com 01235 534001

Ed Vaizey MP Parish News January 2014

Firstly, a very happy New Year to all readers: | hope it is not too late to say so by the time
you see this.

Like many others, | am working on improving my fitness at the moment, so | was very
pleased to learn that the Government is making changes to make life easier for our local
sports clubs. The taxman had received lots of complaints that the rules for these clubs were
unclear and caused confusion, so there will be a new set of simple rules. | very much hope
that the changes - which include tax benefits and allowing clubs to generate more income -
will make life easier for all our local sports clubs and so help them to encourage all of us not
just to take sport up as a new year resolution, but to stick with it all year.

In between visits to the gym, my mailbag for the past month has included issues such as
care in the NHS, the forthcoming Scottish independence referendum, and Save the
ChildrenOs No Child Born to Die campaign, which focuses on reducing newborn mortalities in
developing countries. As this shows, my Constituents continue to be concerned about a

very wide range of issues, but the largest number of messages |0Ove had by far has been
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about the planned electrification of the main railway line through the constituency. Although
the idea of electrification has been welcomed, there are some very serious concerns about
the consequences of doing the work which may occur, because it involves work to a lot of
bridges, many of which date back to the time of Brunel. The biggest outcry came with the
proposed closure of the A338 at Grove, as well as the continuing impact on the community
around Fulscot Bridge. 10Il continue to do all that | can to ensure that the needs of
Constituents are protected as far as they possibly can be as this process goes on.

| also received a number of emails and letters from members of the farming community
about the issue of changes to farm subsidies. Basically, it was about the balance between
funding for measures that enhance the environment compared with those which directly
support farming B some things do both of course. Having written to the Environment
Secretary expressing my constituentsO concerns, | was pleased that following an extensive
consultation with farmers, environmental groups and others, Ministers listened to these
concerns and decided on a less drastic change, with the intention of reviewing this in 2016.
This will benefit farmers who take great care of our environment.

Ed Vaizey MP Parish News December 2013

Over the summer, | wrote in a parish newsletter about opportunities while the sun was
shining to make our homes warmer for the winter ahead. In such a rural area as ours, many
of my constituents are reliant on oil to heat their homes.

A national campaign has been launched urging people to Buy Oil Early. In past severe or
prolonged winters there has been significant increased demand for heating oil, and weather
conditions have had a negative impact on supplies reaching customers. Since 2010, the
Government has worked with the industry and consumer representatives to help them co-
ordinate their Buy Oil Early campaignh messages, and to provide guidance on setting up or
joining consumer buying groups. In Oxfordshire, we are particularly lucky to have
Oxfordshire Rural Community CouncilOs bulk oil buying scheme, which has been very
successful indeed in getting the best possible price for heating oil for many local residents.
You can see details at the ORCC websites, www.oxonrcc.org.uk or call them on 01865
733214. To help with the impact of cold weather more generally, | am pleased that extra
money is now being given to help the NHS deal with the increased pressure the cold
weather brings, that OCold Weather PaymentsO have been increased to from £8.50 to £25,
and the Warm Home Discount scheme has already ensured that over one million of the
poorest pensioners have received £130 off their electricity bill. If you think you might be
eligible please ensure you log onto Gov.uk and find out.

The past month has been a varied one for my mailbag. IOve received emails and letters about
womenOs rights in Afghanistan, Scottish independence, abandoning horses (known as fly
grazing), inheritance tax, medical marijuana, dementia research, deafness in children and
World Toilet Day, which aims to highlight the 1 in 3 people around the world who donOt have
a safe or private place to go to the toilet - leading to horrible disease and even systematic
sexual assault.

As the festive season approaches, may | wish everyone a happy and peaceful Christmas
and a prosperous new year.
As ever please feel free to contact me at the House of Commons, SW1A 0AA,

020 7219 6350 or vaizeye@parliament.uk. Surgery details can be found at
www.vaizey.com.
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Messages from Thames Valley Police

If you have seen any suspicious looking people or vehicles in the area or have any
information relating to th ese message s, please ring the 24 hour non -emergency
telephone number 101. Alternatively if you have information but wish to remain
anonymou s, please call Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or online @  crimestoppers -
uk.org . No personal details are taken, information is not traced or recorded and you

will not go to court.

Neighbourhood Return Project

This project, run by Grenville Wells, hopes to recruit volunteers who would be available to
help search for local people with memory problem, including dementia, that have gone
missing. This is a new venture for the area and anyone wanting more information please
contact Ann Martin,

Ann Martin Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator for Appleford (847008)

The following items appear by permission of the Oxford Rural
Community Council :*

* ORCC Trading Limited B Bulk Oil Buying Scheme

All that is needed to join the bulk oil buying scheme is to pay an annual membership fee,
which will cover as many oil orders as you need during the course of the year. Orders are
placed once a month and savings in the cost per litre are generally around 5p per litre less
than the average price. The deadline for the next delivery is 3 January 2014. For further
details go to www.oxonrcc.org.uk or telephone Emma on 01865 733214

* Take time to help your NHS this winter

Winter is a busy time for the NHS. Everything from flu to falls and sickness to sore throats
means our health service is under extreme pressure during the winter months.

By choosing well , it could save both you and NHS services a lot of time and inconvenience.

So if you become ill or suffer an injury, take two minutes to decide which NHS service is
most appropriate for your needs. Many minor ailments can be easily treated at home or with
advice from your local chemist or NHS 111.

Where to go:

1. Your first aid kit B many minor ailments such as bruises, grazes, sore throats, colds,
coughs, minor cuts, hangovers, and indigestion can be effectively treated yourself.
Remember to have a well-stocked medicine cabinet or first aid kit. For details of what
to keep in stock ask your pharmacist, or visit http://www.nhs.uk/chg/pages/990.aspx

2. Pharmacies B many people forget that their local pharmacist or chemist can provide
treatments and advice for a wide range of complaints. If you have diarrhoea, a minor
infection, headache, tummy upset, an insect bite or sting, a cough, a cold or even if
you want travel advice, your pharmacist can help.
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3. GP Surgeries Bif you are feeling generally unwell, have feverish children, a rash, ear
pain, an infection, persistent symptoms then your GP is the right choice. If your
surgery is closed but you donOt feel you can wait for help or advice, call 111.

4. 111 BThis is the free, 24 hour a day, 365 day a year NHS advice line. You should
call 111 when you are feeling unwell or have been hurt but it is not a 999 emergency.
If you are unsure where to go or what to do, 111 can provide valuable advice on the
most appropriate action to take. It is also a valuable service for people who are not
registered with a GP or who just need information or reassurance about what to do
next.

5. Minor Injuries Units (MIUs) Bthese centres can often treat many of the complaints
people go to A&E for. Deep cuts, eye injuries, broken bones, sprains, minor burns
and scalds can all be effectively treated at an MIU. In Oxfordshire we have MIUs in
Abingdon, Henley and Witney.

Accident and Emergency/Emergency Department (ED) B This is ONLY for genuine
emergencies e.g. Life threatening conditions such as severe chest pains, breathing
difficulties, choking, and serious bleeding injuries. If you attend the ED with a minor
cut or a bad hangover you are taking up valuable time of the Emergency doctors and
nurses who are there to treat those who are badly hurt and severely unwell.

Appleford Community Project

Thanks to everyone who supported the Nativity tea- we had a happy time together in the hall
after the Nativity procession. We had lots of nice cakes, mulled wine, community pressed
apple juice and enjoyed singing carols.

The proposed community orchard is moving ahead. After the well supported meeting in
November, we made a formal application to the Parish Council and we were pleased that
this was approved at their January meeting. It appears that the orchard ( 25 fruit trees, deer
protection , hedge and fence) will cost around £3000 if we do the work ourselves. We need
now to find funding (hopefully some from the parish trust and some from other grants.) and
to establish the legal agreement necessary to have use of the common land for a minimum
of say 20 years.

You may have seen our flyers, seeking support for the proposed village fete at the beginning
of May- the meeting to decide what we shall do takes place at the end of January-offers of
help, suggestions for activities will be welcomed.

Mary Hancock, ACP Secretary

Teas followi_ng the Village Nativity Sunday
Many thanks to Mary and her family for a real Christmas treat b the joyful singing of Carols
led by her sons was enjoyed by everyone present.
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Appleford Parish Trust Book Scheme

Appleford Parish Trust Charity
Applicationform for Village book scheme for adults and children

Notes about the scheme:

1. The trustees would be very pleased to see a wider uptake of the book scheme.

2. It is the intention of the Trustees that an annual book grant of up to a maximum of £100 is
available to each household in the Parish of Appleford. Funding is not available at intervals
closer than one year.

3. A contribution to a course or training, for example courses required for Duke of
EdinburghOs awards, can also be applied for under thessaemee and with the same
conditions.

4. The applicant should submit details of their proposed purchase for approval to the Trust
using the form below.

5. Once the proposed purchase is approved (usually about two weeks) the purchase can be
made, and thethe itemised receipt submitted for refund by cheque.

Name of applicant:

Address:

Phone number email
address

Book/course required ( please provide full details)

Cost; | Date of application

Please forward the completed form to therBeary to the Appleford Trust Charity, Mary
Hancock, Church Lane Cottage, Church Street, Appleford OX14 4PA

Administrative use only

Date application received: date approved:

Date of receipt received: date cheque issued:
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APPLEFORD ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION, ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING .

The Allotment Association A.G.M. will take place on Thursday, 6th March, 2013 , in the
Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. All are welcome. Many plots are available - why not take a plot and
"GROW YOUR OWN"? There is a vacancy for a Treasurer/Secretary.

For further details please ring Audrey Sharp on 848488.

Appleford W.I.

It is with great sadness that we have to report that Joan Peachey, our dear friend and
Secretary for almost ten years, died on Monday 16th December 2013. This has been a
tremendous shock to us all as it was so unexpected. Joan was a very active member of the
WI for about fourteen years, giving total support to all our events and despite everything that
life threw at her, was always cheerful and uncomplaining. We will all miss her very much, not
just as an excellent Secretary but as a very dear friend.

Jean Muttram (President)

Future Meetings:

11 Feb The Mitford Sisters, by Gillian Cane
9 Apr Life at Island Farm Donkey Sanctuary

Our talks are held in the Village Hall and start at 2.30pm, we will be pleased to welcome
visitors and the charge for guests is £2.50 which includes refreshments. Meetings with a
speaker are listed above, please make a note of them in your diary.

Mobile Library Dates for 201 4

Please note that the Mobile Library now stops at the Knap, NOT the
Carpenter's Arms

MOBILE LIBRARY-- DATES FOR 2014 {provisional}

JAN 23; FEB 6; 20; MAR 6; 20; APR 3; 17;
MAY 1, 15; 29; JUN 12; 26; JUL 10; 24; AUG 7; 21,
SEP 4, 18; OCT 2; 16; 30; NOV 13; 27, DEC 11,

BradstockOs Trust

Applicants are invited to apply for a grant from the Bradstock's Trust which is to be used for
educational purposes by someone resident in Appleford. The amount of money available is
not large but can be useful for the purchase of books, etc. for students, or any other
educational purpose. Applications must be made in writing to Mrs. R. Allen, The Orchard,
Mill Lane, Sutton Courtenay, Abingdon, OX14 4BE before the beginning of December when
the Trustees have their meeting. If anyone has any query about this please ring Rosemary
Allen on 01235 848667.
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The Earth Trust

Sheep killed on the Clumps by pet dog
!

On the 13th of January a dog attacked and killed a sheep on the Wittenham
Clum ps. Over the past few weeks, there have been several incidents where sheep
have been seriously injured after being mauled by dogs. The Earth Trust is
requesting that all dog owners keep their dogs on a lead whilst walking in areas
where the sheep are grazi ng.!

I
As well as their importance for helping the vital conservation work on and around the
Clumps, the sheep flock are also the lifeblood of a local farming business owned by Dan and
Lauren Marriott. Little Wittenham Lamb rears sheep for sale at local farmers markets and, as
a small business, are hit hard by the losses caused by dogs attacking their sheep. !

I
Sheep disturbed by dogs often die from injuries. At this time of the year many sheep are
carrying lambs, or have lambs at foot and any stress caused by dogs, usually results in a
painful death of both sheep.!

!

Please keep your dogs on leads where sheep are grazing to reduce stress to the

animals, and to prevent unnecessary deaths. Thank you. !
!
Kirsty Warren!
Communications Officer!
(Monday, Tuesday & Wednesdays)!
Earth Trust, Little Wittenham, Oxfordshire, OX14 4QZ!

Direct Line: 01865 409406 Office No: 01865 407792 Kkirsty.warren@earthtrust.org.uk!
!

DIDCOT & DISTRICT UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE

There are over 20 interest groups including wine appreciation, science & maths, play
reading, creative writing, walking, knitting, bridge, crafts, books, poetry, singing, badminton,
photography and 5 languages. ThereOs something for everyone!

Meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month at 2pm at Didcot Civic Hall. Visitors
are welcome to come to one meeting as a taster before joining.

The February meeting will be held at 2pm on Tuesday 18 February, topic being The Mary
Rose with Colin Fox. The March meeting will be held at 2pm on Tuesday 18 March, the
topic being Life in Prison with Keith Blois.

Tel: 07804159993 Email: didcotdistrictU3A@virginmedia.com

Website: http://u3asites.org.uk/didcot
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THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 2013

On behalf of The Royal British Legion | would like to thank everyone who recently supported
and gave so generously to the 2013 Poppy Appeal. A special thank you to the house-to-
house collectors, old and new, for giving their time and continued support. | shall need some
additional house-to-house poppy collectors in Sutton Courtenay and Appleford to help with
next yearOs appeal and would be delighted to bar from anyone willing to help.

Mark Haffenden

Poppy Appeal Organiser

Sutton Courtenay & Appleford

Tel: 01235 847177

E-mail: mark-haffenden@hotmail.co.uk

100 Club 2014

Thank you very much to the 96 subscribers who supported the 100 Club in 2013 and helped
to raise a much needed £576 for Appleford Church. With continued healthy support, this
yearOs subscription of £12 for twelve draws should again enable the 100 Club to give
worthwhile prizes. Several subscribes have asked that the lowest prizes given should be six
pounds not three pounds so to accommodate this, in 2014, there will be fewer prizes but the
same total of prize money. The draws will, as last year, be held monthly from February to
December at the coffee mornings with an additional draw at Christmas. The names of all
prize winners will be published in the bi-monthly Pressings and a table of winners for the
year published as soon as the last draw has taken place.

Many thanks and our best wishes from Appleford PCC

If you would like to join the 100 Club in 2014 please cut off the form below and return it with
your subscription to Sue Helby or phone if you need the form to be collected.

Sue Helby- Walnut Tree Cottage, Main Rd. 01235 848280

Name
Address

| should like to join the Appleford Church 100 Club forl2@nd
enclose my £12 SUbSCI’iptiOl([:heques payable to Appleford PCC please)
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From the Ministry Team E

Are you prepared to meet the challen ge of change?

OAs the Spirit of the Lord works within us, we become more and more like himE.O 2
Corinthians 3.18

Most of us are attracted by the idea of self-improvement, of perfecting our characters, but
what we find hard to deal with is the process of change we have to go through in order to
achieve this. Itis all too easy for us to form habits which then begin to form us and it
becomes even harder to break those habits, do something new and change. Yetitis
undeniable that without change, there is no growth P either in individuals or in organisations.
The good news is that if we have the right attitude, every change (whether positive or
negative), will be a fruitful and growing experience. Itis up to us!

In nature trees have to live through several seasons of growth and change before they
produce any fruit. And is after the rainy season that the growth occurs and then the fruit can
be harvested. You donOt have to like the rain, you just have to understand its purpose. The
Bible says that Christians are being changed into ChristOs likeness. (2 Corinthians 3.18) But
to be like Jesus, you have to follow wherever he leads. That means following him through
the wilderness of temptation, the complete surrender of your will to God and, finally, to the
place of crucifixion. There is no other way. To walk with him means youOll be in a different
place tomorrow than you are today. The challenge is: are you willing to follow him all the
way? Why not take a moment and consider your answer Dit might just change you forever?
With love and prayers, Helen

The Reverend Helen Kendrick, Priest-in-Charge of Sutton Courtenay with Appleford

Appleford History Event

The PCC are planning a history/memories of Appleford event and we need your help!
Do you have any photos of Appleford events/landmarks?

We would like to hear your memories too. It may be the infamous Appleford Fete, traction
engines, the railway, the pubs or the farms. And who remembers Mrs Jackson's shop?

Appleford Church is hosting an event in the Village Hall on Sunday 23rd March 3-6pm
for TEA AND MEMORIES. Please come along and share your memories or learn about
Appleford past and present and have a cup of tea and a piece of cake.

DonOt forget to bing along your photos and stories. We are hoping to compile a booklet
from these which will be available to buy in due course.

Any questions or for more information please contact
Churchwarden Judy Mathews 847194 or the Reverend Helen Kendrick, 848297
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CHURCH SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY

Sunday 2" D9.30am Breakfast Church (Breakfast of hot coffee and Danish pastries
served from 9.15am) with Gemma Beesley

Sunday 9" £9.15am Holy Communion

Sunday 16" P10.15am Holy Communion with the Reverend Phillip Tovey

Sunday 23" ©9.15am Morning Prayer

CHURCH SERVICES FOR MARCH

Sunday 2" D9.30am Breakfast Church (hot coffee and Danish pastries served from
9.15am)

Wednesday 5 " 5 ASH WEDNESDAY - 7.30pm Holy Communion and the
Imposition of Ashes at All SaintsO Church, Sutton Courtenay

Sunday 9" 9.15am Communion by Extension with Jack Jarvis (DAMASCUS
Group Pulpit Swap Weekend)

Sunday 16" B 10am DAMASCUS GROUP SHARED SERVICE AT DRAYTON (NO
SERVICE AT APPLEFORD)0

Sunday 23" ©9.15am Morning Prayer

Sunday 30 " H9.15am FAMILY SERVICE FOR MOTHERING SUNDAY

Please note that for a six month period we are going to trial a later service time on
the third Sunday of every month (10.15am) and on the fourth Sunday the service will
be at 9.15am rather than 5pm. The first Sunday of the month will be Breakfast
Church which will start at 9.15 with Breakfast of coffee and Danish pastries and then

a half hour OThought for the DayO at 9.30am.

Please note that Appleford PCC, as part of our mission and outreach, leave the

Church open for visitors. We would like to take this opportunity to encourage and
welcome villagers to use and visit the church as much as possible.

The next PCC Meeting will be held on Tuesday 11" March at 7.30pm.
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We send our sympathy and the assurance of our thoughts and prayers to the family and
friends of the following who have died in recent months:

Christopher Robin Griffin

The funeral of, Robin, a much loved husband, Father, Grandfather, brother, neighbour,
teacher and friend who died on 5™ October 2013, took place in Appleford Church on 16™
October 2013. The tribute was given by his son, Mark of which this is an edited extract:

Robin was born in 1928, in Birmingham, the second of three children to Hilda and Jack
Griffin. As a cub scout he took part in the 1938 pageant of Birmingham in Aston Park. He
was also in Coventry during the bombing and helped his father, who was serving as an air
raid warden, dig both survivors and victims of the attack out of their homes. His love of the
theatre developed at an early age, at the Highbury Little Theatre under the direction of John
English. He was also involved as a teenager with the Shakespeare Memorial Theatre at
Stratford. In 1947 he was called up for National Service and joined the Fleet Air Arm. He was
stationed on an aircraft carrier positioned off the coast of Palestine and given the job of
taking photos, another passion that stayed with him throughout his life. From the ship he
watched the celebratory fireworks on the day the British withdrew and the new state was
formed but was appalled by the cruelty with which the Palestinians were driven from their
villages and houses. Once again this first-hand experience of conflict created a strong
impression on him reinforcing his own pacifist beliefs and sense of internationalism. His
National Service over, Robin returned to Birmingham and asked John English for his honest
opinion as to whether he should pursue his career as an actor. John answered diplomatically
by telling Robin heOd make a great teacher! And so Robin went to Saltley College to begin
his training. His involvement with the Scouts was also developing and through them he
travelled to Germany on an early reconciliation visit. In the mid- fifties Robin moved to
London, where he continued his work with the Scouting movement and became a teacher at
John Scurr Primary School in Stepney Green where he met Audrey, and in 1964, ten years
and several blackberry parfaits after their initial meeting Robin, on the 400™ anniversary of
ShakespeareOs birth, during a stroll along the Embankment, casually suggested that it might
be happy idea if they got married. Audrey, perhaps fearing heOd wait until ShakespeareOs
500™ to ask again, couldnOt see why not and so it was hearts burning with relief, a relief
shared by all of their friends, whoOd been holding their breath for the longest time, they finally
acknowledged publically the love that had grown between them by getting married. Next
year would have been the 50" anniversary of their wedding. More importantly itOs also the
60" of their friendship. In 1967 Robin got a job as a lecturer in education at Culham College
and he and Audrey moved to Appleford. He thrived at Culham, rejuvenated each day by the
bright humour and imagination of his students. When the College closed in 1979 to be
replaced by the European School, Robin was asked by Derrick Hurd, the new head, to stay
on and so he did, until he was 70. Beyond his Drama, sociology and RE teaching, he ran
countless school trips, set up countless extra-curricular activities from football tournaments
to photographic and video clubs, to services in his beloved chapel, to a string of inclusive
school shows. In every situation he championed his students and was simply great fun to be
around. In 1986, within a few months of GorbachevOs Glasnost reforms, initiating the
beginning of the end of the cold war, he was leading a School trip to Moscow, mirroring the
trip he made to Germany some 40 years earlier. Over the next fifteen years he made over
twenty visits to the former Soviet Union and took hundreds of students from the European
School into Russian classrooms and, using Drama and poetry, began to encourage the new
friendships that he so firmly believed would enable us not just to live peacefully together in
the present, but through the sharing of each stories and desires a clear and happier future.
He found retirement hard, kept hold of the keys to the chapel and was always looking for an
excuse to revisit. He positively influenced thousands of lives. Lives that in later years he was
able to keep in touch with via a daily visit to Facebook. Robin had more friends to poke that
the rest of us put together. He will be greatly missed by all his family and many friends.

T I"HHSY6& ()1 *(Yo++,- HD%1(23(4I156 T8 *3.%17; '&I57!



Bridgette Ann Evans , who died on 26" October 2013 aged 77 years, was born in
Wythall, near Birmingham and she grew up in a farming family as the only child of her
parents, May and Arthur. She was a farmersO daughter through and througtough,
resilient, stoical, hardworking and a woman with a love of the earth which never left her. She
met Rodney when they both worked together in Herefordshire and they were married in
1959 when Rod was on his first leave from National Service. They went onto form a lifelong
partnership Ptheir strengths and weaknesses complementing each other making them the
perfect team. As Rod described it Ol was the dray horseb Bridgette was the driverO! In due
course their family was made complete by the arrival of their three daughters D Trudie,
Vivienne and Kirsten. In 1971 the family moved to Chambrai Close in Appleford which
remains the family home. Bridgette was definitely green-fingered and her garden was
always an important part of her life and the garden today in Chambrai Close is a reflection of
her passion and enthusiasm for growing plants and of the time and effort both she and Rod
put into it. She would always save seeds to grow new plants. She grew peach and apricot
trees from stones and these are now both full grown trees which fruit each year. When it
came to bulb planting Bridgette would be out in the garden for hours, planting hundreds of
bulbs, until she saw she still had hundreds left, when she would hide the rest in the garage,
saying, Oout of sight, out of mind®! The garden is her legacy and it is something that Rod is
committed to maintaining and, as it continues to change and mature, so, | am sure, it will
continue to give pleasure through the seasons and sustain your memories of Bridgette as
the cycle of new life continues. She would harvest everything from the garden and the
freezer was always packed to the brim with stewed apples, plums and raspberries. Cooking
might not have been her forte Bshe had a tendency to improvise and this was not always
successful - but Christmas Dinner was her speciality and she took great pleasure in
providing a magnificent spread for the family. Her favourite times were simply time spent
with the family B with a lot of talking and a lot of shared laughter. She was always
hardworking and for many years was RodOs business partner, working alongside him as a
talented upholsterer. Rod and Bridgette also enjoyed solving crossword puzzles together,
although BridgetteOs creative spelling caused considerable problems for Rod when he had to
unravel some of her solutions! She enjoyed travelling B from family holidays in Wales on
Cardigan Bay, where her parents had retired, to adventures further afield in later years when
she and Rod travelled to Greece, Turkey, Mexico and the Caribbean. Her lifelong love of
horses even took them to America for the Breeders Cup. As a child she was a great
horsewoman and had her own horses on the family farm. Above everything she loved her
family Bthey were always her priority in life and family harmony was very important. As a
mother she was generous, kind, caring and always there for her daughters and would have
done anything for them. She liked nothing better than to talk to them and keep up with their
lives. She will be greatly missed by her family and friends. This is an edited extract of the
address given at the funeral by the Reverend Helen Kendrick.

Joel Pierre Roques , who died aged 51 on 21* November 2013 and whose ashes were
interred in Appleford Churchyard on 12" December 2013.

Joan Freda Elizabeth Peachy who died on 16™ December 2013 and whose funeral took
place at Oxford Crematorium on Friday 27" December 2013 was born on 19" December
1934 in Bristol to parents, Gladys and Douglas Reed, and she was brought up there with her
younger sister, Pearl. JoanOs first job was working in the Wills Tobacco Factory before
working in a series of bars across the country. It was whilst working as a barmaid in Botley
that Joan met Alan when he was home on leave from the Merchant Navy. | remember Joan
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telling me it wasnOt love at first sight as when she first met Alan she thought he was rather
rude B but it didnOt take long before he had charmd her and they were married in 1968 in
Abingdon Registry Office. Their beloved, and much longed for, son, Andrew, was born in
1974 and they both regarded him as very special. Joan always liked to tell me what a big
sleeper he was D sleeping through from 6pm to 6am every night and how they never had to
set an alarm clock because Baby Andrew would wake them up exactly on time! When Joan
and Alan got married he gave up the sea because he wanted to be with his family and they
began working together as the Managers of the Headington Social Club in Oxford for five
years. Discovering they worked well as a team they then became the landlords of the
Beehive in Abingdon for three years and then onto the Grapes for eight years before taking
over the Carpenters Arms here in Appleford - because they thought it would be nice to live in
the countryside. They were very popular landlords and they worked hard together to
develop the restaurant side of the pub and they also ran the catering for Ameys for many
years. They retired in 1997 and because they liked the village so much and had made so
many good friends decided to stay. They had a full retirement B both keeping busy with
many interests and Joan supported Alan in Dog Racing and Horse Racing but also took time
to enjoy her gardening and to sit out in her conservatory reading. They were always very
social people and loved going out and about and liked nothing better than sharing a meal
with friends or family. One of their greatest joys was going on cruises b and they particularly
enjoyed their cruise on the new Queen Mary. Joan loved the dressing up, the good food
and the socialising. Joan and Andrew were devastated by AlanOs sudden death in 2006 but
they supported and cared for one another through this difficult time. Their closeness made
AndrewOs death in 201 five years to the day on which Alan had died - even more tragic for
Joan. This was the most heart-breaking time of her life. But, with the support of her wider
family and her close friends and neighbours she rebuilt her life as best she could. She will
be greatly missed by all of them. This is an edited extract of the address given at the funeral
by the Reverend Helen Kendrick.

APPLEFORD COFFEE MORNING

Come along between 10.45 and 12.00
to meet other villagers and enjoy refreshments and conversation.
Tuesday 18™ February at Walnut Tree Cottage
Tuesday 18™ March at Meadow House with the Paynes
Raffle tickets will be available in aid of Appleford Church funds.
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LADY GARDENER - Vivienne Cousins
Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) qualified
All aspects of gardening undertaken

Tel: 01235554730 Mob: 07816666099

E Mail: Vivienne Cousins@yahoo.com

From Trudie Tomlinson

If you would like to help your child explore the
Christian faith then why not come to

SMALL SAINTS

A weekly session for 0-4 year olds and their
parents or carers, offering a Bible story, craft
activity, prayer and songs to help young
children on their Christian journey, followed by
play and refreshments.

At 11am-12 noon on Wednesdays in term
time in All Saints' Church, Sutton
Courtenay.

For further information please contact
Helen Kendrick, 848297 or Pat Napper, 848297

nll,cam to Drive with your Local Instructor
Fast friendly patient tuition

Door to deor home or work
Evening and weekend appointments available
Discount on pre paid block booking

PHILIP PULLEN 07733 360230
2 Main Read Appleford

phil.pullenf btinternet.com

o Servicing @ Diognassics @ Exhaust Systems @ Cluschos ¢ Tyres
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Do you need a writer for your business?

To-do list getting you down?

Breathe a sigh of relief and hand over the
writing of your marketing materials to a
professional copywriter.

websites : brochures : sales emails

www.susiebeesley.co.uk
susie@susiebeeslev.co.uk
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